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In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. And the light shines in the darkness, and

the darkness did not comprehend it. (John 1:4-5)

Light is one of the most powerful images in the Bible. It represents truth, guidance, purity,
and the presence of God. Darkness, on the other hand, symbolizes ignorance, sin, confusion,
and separation from God. This darkness is not merely intellectual ignorance, it is a condition
of the human heart. Even today, we see that darkness is reflected in the uncertainty, chaos,

and confusion that characterize much of human life.

Into such a world, Christ comes as light. His life reveals God’s character, His teachings
illuminate truth, and His sacrifice opens the way to redemption. In Him is the life that
humanity desperately needs. This life is not merely biological existence but the fullness of

life that comes from a restored relationship with God.

It is not possible to rightly govern the whole world without God and Bible. - George

Washington



L X X 2 2N N X N X N 2N 2N 4K N N 2N N N 2 JX 2% K X N N N X X X X 2K ¥ X B N X N X AN N N X X J% ¥ ¥ 2K AN N N 2

A story from the mission field powerfully captures this reality. A village woman once
said to a missionary, “You have brought us the light, but we do not seem to want it.
You have brought us the light, yet we still choose to walk in darkness.” Her words
reflected a painful but honest observation about the human condition. The problem is
not the absence of light, rather, it is humanity’s reluctance to receive it. Even when
the truth of the Gospel is presented clearly, people sometimes cling to familiar

patterns of darkness.

This tension between light and darkness is not only a global or societal issue, it is
deeply personal. Each person must decide whether to remain in darkness or step into
the light. To walk in the light means to embrace the truth revealed in Christ, to allow

His life to transform our hearts, and to reflect His light in the world around us.

The message of John 1:4-5, therefore, carries both hope and challenge. The hope is
that the light continues to shine. Darkness, no matter how deep, cannot extinguish it.
The challenge is whether we will respond to that light. Will we continue in darkness,

or will we allow the light of Christ to illuminate our lives?

But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another,

and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. - 1 John 1:7

- Arputharaj Samuel, Bangalore.

D. Renuka - chennai. &k ik

“I have been reading the GODependence Newsletter every month without fail since
September 2025, and | also take part in the puzzle competitions. When | participate, |
almost feel like a little child again. | read the Bible passage repeatedly for the competition,
find the answers, and send them in. Through the newsletter, | also learn many new things.
Thank you.” — D. Renuka, Chennai.

Dr. A. Immanuel Thangarajan _tyticorin. # # % & *

The "Bible Question and Answer” section and the ‘Did You Know?’ section are very useful.”
— Dr. A. Immanuel Thangarajan, Tuticorin.

The Word of God is either absolute or obsolete. - Vance Havner




«“ Editorial......

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

On behalf of the GODependence team, |
extend my loving greetings to all of you. |
thank God for giving us this opportunity to
reconnect with you once again through this

newsletter.

The war that began in the Middle East before
the end of the second month of this year, has
already started to affect the entire world.
While the causes of wars in the world are often
explained in terms of politics, land, security, or
historical conflicts, the Bible reveals that the
real cause begins in the inner condition of the
human heart. James 4:1 says: “What causes
fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they
come from your desires that battle within

you?”

1. The Hidden Cause of Conflicts — Desires

that Battle Within

As the Apostle James points out, the root
cause of conflicts in a person’s inner life is the
desires that battle within the heart. When
greed, pride, the desire for revenge, and the
urge for domination arise within a person, they
lead to conflicts among people. To overcome
these inner struggles, individuals need the
guidance of God’s Word. When we read and
meditate on the Bible daily, God reshapes our
thoughts and desires according to His will and

leads us on the path of inner peace.

2. The Expansion of Desires — From the

Individual Heart to Global Conflicts

If the desires that arise in a person’s heart
are not controlled, they spread into
families, communities, and eventually into
conflicts between nations. When leaders
and people are not guided by God’s justice
and compassion, even small disagreements
can grow into major wars. However, God’s
Word transforms human attitudes. When
individuals, families, and communities
build their lives on the values of the Bible,
peace begins to grow. Therefore, Bible
reading is not merely a personal spiritual
discipline, it has the power to transform

society.

3. True Peace - Begins in Hearts

Transformed by God’s Word

Lasting peace in the world cannot come
through political solutions alone, it begins
in transformed human hearts. God’s Word
changes human desires and thoughts,
turning hostility into love, pride into
humility, and violence into peace. When we
read the Bible daily, God works in our
hearts and shapes us into instruments of
peace. Although we may not be able to
stop global wars directly, lives transformed
by God’s Word can reveal peace to the

world.

we must remember God's words. Repeat God's words. Believe God's words with our

whole hearts. - Lysa TerKeurst




In this way, the wars taking place in the world
remind us of the deep spiritual need of
humanity. As long as God does not reign in
human hearts, external peace cannot remain
lasting. Therefore, let us surrender the “inner
war” taking place in our personal lives to God
and allow Him to transform our hearts
through daily Bible reading. When God’s Word
changes us, we too can become witnesses

who reveal His peace in this world.

Let us pray for the war come to an end soon,
and for the peace and harmony to prevail. Let
us also pray for the safety of our loved ones
in those regions and all the people who are

suffering amid the hardships of war.

In the Ramadan Bible Reading Challenge will
began on February 18 to read the entire Bible
within 30 days, 271 persons have joined. In the
Lenten Bible Reading Challenge, to read the
entire Bible within 40 days, 1,406 persons

have joined and reading the Bible currently.

Many people participated in the Talk Show
held on February 14 on the topic “Guarding
the Heart - Boundaries and Holiness in the
Digital World.” Several participants shared
that they received many useful and practical

insights from the sessions.

We thank God for this. Many enthusiastically

participated in the 6-hour online Bible

Readathon in Tamil held on February 28.
Please pray that such Talk shows and
events  will

online Bible Readathon

continue every month without
interruption, and that many people will

benefit from them.

The preparatory work to restart the Bible
Meditation groups to be carried out soon
after the completion of the Ramadan and
Lenten Bible Reading Challenges. Kindly
pray that these initiatives may move

forward without obstacles.

While launching the March 2026 Bible
Reading Challenges also, our WhatsApp
numbers faced spam-related issues.
Please pray that all 3 numbers may be
protected from such problems and that

God’s grace may prevail in these matters.

We hope that you read our monthly
Newsletters regularly. We kindly request
you to share your views and feedback
about the newsletter and its contents

with us from time to time.

Please continue to pray for the
GODependence ministries and introduce

these services to others.

May the name of the Lord be glorified.

In Christ’s service,

Dr. Pethuru Devadason.

The Scriptures teach us the best way of living, the noblest way of suffering, and the

most comfortable way of dying. - Flavel



Praise & Prayer points For Newsletter

March 2026

g @@ Praise God For: ~

e Everyone who have successfully completed their Bible reading in February 2026.

e Everyone who participated in and benefited from the GODependence Talk Shows
titled “Let Us Guard the Heart,” conducted in Tamil and English respectively on
February 14 and 15, 2026.

e The many people who joined the Ramadan and Lenten Bible Reading Challenge
groups that began on February 18, 2026, and who are reading the Bible and
praying.

e Each of the children in the Children’s Bible Reading Challenge (CBRC) groups for
the 2025-26 academic year, who have completed their Bible reading and
memorized Scripture verses.

® The Lord enabled us to start the Bible Reading groups for March 2026, despite many

\_ challenges. ” Yy,
\

f?? Let’s Pray For:

e Everyone participating in the March 2026 Bible Reading groups, as well as those
in the Ramadan and Lenten Bible Reading Challenges to successfully complete
their Bible reading.

e All the 3 GODependence WhatsApp numbers used for Bible Reading Challenges
are currently facing spam-related issues. Let us pray that these numbers will be
protected from such problems and that the Bible Reading Challenges may
continue without interruption.

e The students appearing for the 12th and 10th grade public examinations. May God
bless all the students writing their exams and let us remember in prayer those
who are facing their final examinations, that they may succeed.

e The GODependence Talk Shows and the online Bible Readathon sessions planned
for March 2026 to take place smoothly without any obstacles and become a
blessing to many.

e The regions around the world affected by war that the wars come to an end soon
and peace and harmony to prevail. Let us also pray for the safety of our loved

ones in those regions and all the people who are suffering amid the hardships of

\ war. ” )

The big problem is not whether the Bible is true. The big problem is whether it is true

in you. - Aiden Wilson Tozer



The Slogans of
Protestant Reformation

Slogan 3 : “Grace alone!” (Sola Gratia)

Under the previous slogan, we studied “works vs. faith.” Now we look at “law vs.
grace.” The Bible clearly contrasts these two: Law and Grace. Let's begin with
John 1:17, “The Law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through
Jesus Christ.” This is implied in the call of Jesus to Jews who were under the
bondage of the Law: Matthew 11:28-30, “Come to Me, all you who labour and are
heavy laden, and | will give you rest. Take My yoke on you and learn from Me,
because | am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.
Because My yoke is easy and My burden is light.” Obviously Jesus here was not
referring to the weight of sin, but the “yoke” of the Law. He contrasts His yoke
with the burden of the Law. The words “yoke” and “burden” are used only in this

sense in the New Testament (Luke 11:46, Acts 15:10, Galatians 5:1).

On our side, justification is all by faith, and on God’s side it’s only through His
grace. Romans 3:23,24, “All have sinned and fall short of glory of God, being
justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.”
Salvation is God’s “gift” through grace (Eph 2:8,9). It’s not an award or a reward or
a prize, but a gift. A gift cannot be earned or merited. C.H. Spurgeon, known as
the Prince of Preachers, said, “Salvation is all of the grace of God, damnation is
all of the will of man!” Only the will of man which refuses to believe will lead him

to eternal hell.

| am busily engaged in the study of the Bible. | believe it is God's word because it finds

me where | am. - Abraham Lincoln



Forgiveness of sins is according to the “riches of God’s grace” (Ephesians 1:7).
Sins may be “innumerable” but the “riches” of God’s grace will overwhelm them!
This is what Martin Luther emphasized. He stood against the Pope’s promise of
forgiveness through the purchase of tickets to raise money for Church
construction. Apostle Paul celebrated God’s grace when he said, “I| am the chief
of all sinners, but the grace of God towards me was abundant!” (1 Timothy
1:14,15). Paul’s timeless confession lifts our spirits: “I am what | am by the grace
of God” (1 Corinthians 15:10a). Therefore dear believer friend, never ever despise
the unsaved. Pointing at a drunkard dragged by policemen along the streets,
John Wesley told his associate evangelists, “There goes John Wesley but for the
grace of God!” For us who are under the Covenant of Grace there’s no

“generational sin” (Ezekiel 18:1-4, Mark 10:13,14).

Not only our life but also our ministry must be characterised by the grace of
God. Comparing his ministry to a race, Apostle Paul calls his message as the
“Gospel of the grace of God” (Acts 20:24). He claimed, “I laboured more
abundantly than all the apostles.” But he also added, “Yet not |, but the grace of
God which was with me” (1 Corinthians 15:10b). No place for boasting! He calls
God’s enablements for ministry as “gifts of grace” (Romans 12:6). The task before
Zerubbabel was mountainous. No doubt he was an expert builder. The plumbline
in his hands pleased the eyes of God. But the completion of the work was to be
purely through the grace of God: “Zerubbabel shall bring forth the capstone with
shouts of ‘Grace, Grace to it’ ” (Zechariah 4:7).

-1t will be continued...

(Selected from Bro. R. Stanley’s book “Here | Stand”)

To know the will of God, we need an open bible and an open Map. - William Carrey




% *Happy Women's Day* 3

e A woman is not just a person,

She is the first teacher of a generation.

In the dark ages of history,

Education was denied to women.

Yet the seed of hope

Sprouted in convents and schools.

When a woman rises,

Angela Merici — sowed the seed of women'’s

e A family rises.
education.

* When a woman is educated,
Mary Lyon — opened the doors of higher learning to

® A society is transformed.
women.

Savitribai Phule - lit the lamp of education. A woman is

® The light of life,
The Bible speaks of the strength of women:

® The strength of society,

Deborah — a leader who guided a nation. e The future of humanity.

Priscilla — a teacher who shared wisdom. Happy Women’s Day

Mary, the mother of Jesus — the supreme example of

obedience - Dr. Anusuya Ramasamy, Pondicherry.

Our Vision & Our Mission

Lowr e

To enlighten, GODependence

enrich, and seeks to help

empower people ' people become

GOIDependence

to become dependent on God by

dependent on engaging with God’s

God. Word and prayer.

Neglecting the Word will famish your soul; Meditating on the Word will feed it.




Bible Reading )
From 01 April 2026 onwards
Challenges

”Reading Christians are growing Christians. When Christians cease to read,

they cease to grow.” - John Wesley

If you have not ever read the whole Bible to learn the wholesome blessings and
teachings God has preserved for us, We, GODependence, invite you to join one of our
"Bible Reading Challenges”, which starts on 01 April 2026.

GOIlependence

True freedom is being dependent on God

BIBLE READING CHALLENGES

| READING CHRISTIANS ARE
GROWING CHRISTIANS. WHEN
CHRISTIANS CEASE TO READ,
THEY CEASE TO GROW.
- JOHN WESLEY

ﬁ 01 April 2026 onwards

Send a WhatsApp Message reguest in this format:

<Your Name> <Age> <Plan Duration> <lLanguage Graup)
www.godependence.com/brc R o0

As we search the Scriptures, we must allow them to search us, to sit in judgment

upon our character and conduct. - Jerry Bridges



Bible Reading
From 01 April 2026 onwards
Challenges

We are confident that you will never regret it once you make a decision to read

the Bible and read regularly with us.

The following are some of the testimonies of our Bible reading challenge

participants who successfully read through the Bible:

= _“For the first time in my life, | have read the entire Bible. It was a sweet and
divine experience. God has chosen me. | felt regret that | had not read the whole
Bible for so long. Now | have a strong desire to read the entire Bible again.” -

D. Renuka

= “l was able to read God’s Word systematically. By joining this group, God
helped me complete reading the entire Holy Bible for the fourth time in three

months. My fellowship with God in my life has grown stronger.” — P. Augusta

= “When | joined this Bible Reading Challenge and started reading the Bible, |
had no time for unnecessary activities. The days passed in a very meaningful and

wonderful way.” = M. John Flora
Ilts Special Features are:

¥ Your choice of Challenge Duration ranges from 1 Month to 1 Year [Reading
the whole Bible in 1 month / 2 months / 3 months / 4 months / 6 months or 1

Year].

¥ Your choice of Language group from 10 Languages [English, Tamil, Hindi,

Malayalam, Kannada, Telugu, Odia, Punjabi, Marathi or Bengalil.

¥ Bible Reading Portion is given daily on the previous night.

Look in the scroll of the LORD and read: None of these will be missing, not one will

lack her mate. For it is his mouth that has given the order, and his Spirit will gather
them together. - Isaiah 34:16




Bible Reading
From 01 April 2026 onwards
Challenges

% Daily Motivational Quotes or Clips on reading the Bible.

% Weekly, BiWeekly & Monthly Reviews to ensure progress.

¥ If you fall behind, jump back in! Our reading plan includes Catch-up days &

Changing of Plans because we understand real life!
% User-friendly WhatsApp groups regulations.

¥ Certificate of Appreciation and Prizes (*Conditions apply).

4 )

®@® So if you are interested in completing Reading the whole Bible, join in
one of the Challenges we designed for your convenience. Please make
your choice of convenient Duration plan and Language group and
inform us of your decision along with your Name (as to be printed in the
Appreciation Certificate on successful completion of the Challenge) and
Age to the WhatsApp number +919525595265 by clicking this link:

https://wa.me/919525595265

Thank you. God bless you. Amen =X, () wa.me/96565962559 Al

- Team GODependence

*k*%k

This message can be shared with all your family members,
relatives, Christian friends, and Church members so that they also may

get into the habit of reading the Bible in a reqular manner! 99

| am the book of God: man, read me. | am God's writing: open my leaf, for | was penned

by God; read it, for he is my author, and you will see him visible and manifest

everywhere. - Charles Spurgeon


https://wa.me/96565962559

'/ GODependence Bible Reading Challenges \!

@GOID)ependence

True freedom is being dependent on God

Bible Reading Challenges

é Plans in 10™ Languages
Reading Planner

*OUR BIBLE READING CHALLENGES START ON THE FIRST DAY OF EVERY MONTH.

1 MONTH 2 MONTHS 3 MONTHS
READING READING READING
CHALLENGE CHALLENGE CHALLENGE
Every day 45 chapters Every day 22 chapters Every day 15 chapters

2 hours 30 mins 1 hour 30 mins 60 minutes

You can choose a convenient plan

4 MONTHS & MONTHS 1 YEAR
READING READING READING
CHALLENGE CHALLENGE CHALLENGE
Every day Every day Every day
11 chapters 7 or 8 chapters 3 or 4 chapters
45 minutes 25 minutes 15 minutes

Why delay? Join today! Contact: +965 6596 2559

Send a WhatsApp Message request in this format:
<Your Name> <hge> <Plan Duration> <Language Group>.

*¥You can join any reading plan that fits your desire and language.
“Our reading plans are available in English, Tamil, Hindi, Malayalam,
Kannada, Telugu, Odia, Punjabi, Marathi and Bengali languages.

12. The best protection against Satan's lies is to know God's truth.




'/ GODependence Bible Reading Challenges \!

@GO@ependence

True freedom is being dependent on God

Bible Reading Challenges

Salient features of GODependence
Bible Reading Challenges

1.Your choice of duration ranges from 1 Month to 1 Year.
[Reading the whole Bible in 1 month / 2 months/ 3 months/
4 months / 6 months or 1 Year].

2.Choice of Language - 10 Languages (English, Tamil,
Hindi, Malayalam, Kannada, Telugu, Odia, Punjabi,
Marathi and Bengali).

3.The Bible Reading portion is shared on the previous night
itself.

4. Daily motivational quotes on reading the Bible.

5.Weekly, Bi-Weekly & Monthly reviews to check the Bible
reading progress.

6.Catch-up days and Choice of changing the duration plans
if required.

7.User-friendly WhatsApp group regulations - Exclusive
group for Bible Reading.

8. Certificate of Appreciation and Prizes (conditions apply)

9.No fee is involved anywhere in the process, directly or
indirectly.

10. Scope for further engagement with the Word of God (Bible

Meditation, Bible Memorization, and Bible Study)

A wonderful opportunity to read the Bible
regularly and systematically at your convenience.

https://www.godependence.com/brc

As we read the Bible and meditate on it, we discover God's will and God's strategy for

his people in this world.



Bible Crossword Puzzle-17

Across:

2 The grace of God brings ______ to all
people.

3 Paul left Titus in Crete to appoint
______ in every town

4 The church met in Philemon’s ______.
5 Paul wrote the letter of Philemon
while he was in ______

6 Onesimus was once ______ to
Philemon.

7 Paul introduces himself as a ______
of God.

9 Philemon is praised for his ______

and faith toward Jesus and the saints.

Down

1 Believers should be devoted to doing

2 Titus calls believers to live ______ , righteous, and godly lives.

8 Eternal life was promised before the beginning of ______.

"4 Notes : Send the answers with Bible references.
.'.' You can use the Bible to find the answer.

@2 https://forms gle/Xp32R6STS00kMYMGY

Click on the given link and send the correct answer before 25/03/2026. The first 10
persons who send the correct answer will be mentioned in the next month’s newsletter.

The names of the people who participated in the Bible Crossword Puzzle - 16 &
LET’S PLAY BIBLE GAME - 16 in last month’s issue and sent in the correct answers.
R. Shirley Gainneos Regina Pandian

From every text in the Bible, there is a road to Jesus. - Charles Spurgeon


https://forms.gle/Xp32R6S7SookMYmG9
https://forms.gle/4JmA6ijpZfKTtbaE8
https://forms.gle/4JmA6ijpZfKTtbaE8
https://forms.gle/jkCQoqet3yNuNnQ9A
https://forms.gle/jkCQoqet3yNuNnQ9A
https://forms.gle/4JmA6ijpZfKTtbaE8

WHY DO YOU DOUBT? - Dr. Anisha Jacob, Kuwait.

When Life threatens you with unimaginable episodes, how do you
manoeuvre?

Though we look & dress confidently, we easily succumb to life’s jeopardy!

The first step for your breakthrough is to Evaluate your mind! Do you magnify
your problems or your Promises?

Matt 14:31
Immediately Jesus extended hiss hand and caught him, saying to him, “O
you of little faith, why did you doubt?”

Jesus wants us to Trust Him fully, Anchor in the word, Calm our restless
thoughts and remember that His hand is always extended.

Secondly, Extrapolate God’s boundaries!

Colossians 3:2
And set your minds and keep them set on what is above (the higher
things), not on the things that are on the earth.

This is a Strategy! When we have dominion over our minds, no plans of the
enemy can make us quiver. Align your thoughts with Heaven, so that Fear loses
Authority, Anxiety loses Strength and Doubt loses its voice.

The Lord declares in Isaiah 43: 2,

When you pass through the waters, | will be with you, and through the
rivers, they will not overwhelm you. When you walk through the fire, you
will not be burned or scorched, nor will the flame kindle upon you.

God never promised us Exemption from Trials, but He assures us His presence
in the midst of it all. Often, God emerges at the eleventh hour, when all hope
perishes.

Thirdly, Embrace Gods Love! Stop striving for Approval, trembling at
opposition. Choose to Rest in His unwavering presence.

You are not ordinary, overlooked or replaceable. Remind yourself daily that you
are Expensive for God, like in Mathew 10:31 Fear not, then; you are of more
value than many sparrows.

Before we first knew God, first experienced Him, the scriptures of the Bible were

just words in a book, a story. That changed when we first came to know God.

- Tom Allen



The Apostle of India
Biography of Sundar Singh

(1889-1929)
\_ | B,

The cold pierced his thin clothing, the thorns and stones cut his bare feet. Yet he

walked on over the snow-covered mountain passes. His bleeding feet left behind him a
trail of blood on the white snow. He sat down to bandage them. Another man who had
been following him came near and started talking. "How do you feel?” he asked. "l am

happy in Christ, my wonderful Saviour,” answered Sundar Singh.

"Why do you travel with bare and bleeding feet over these mountains?”. "In order to

point people to Him, Whose feet bled on Calvary”.

Sundar Singh believed that he was divinely called by the crucified Saviour to suffer for
him and to take His gospel to countries like Tibet where no one had heard about
Christ.

As a Boy

Sundar Singh, commonly known as Sadhu Sundar Singh, was born on September 3,
1889 at Rampur in Punjab. His parents were Sikhs by religion and Sundar’s mother was
very devout and religious. She insisted that as soon as he awoke, Sundar should first
spend time in praying to God for spiritual food and blessing, and then only have his
breakfast. She loved him very much and wanted him to love religion and become a
holy Sadhu. At a very early age, Sundar began to read the Hindu sacred book, the
Bhagavadgita, and by the time he was seven had committed it to memory. The death
of his dearest earthly friend turned him to the study of various sacred books. Often
when others slept he would be pouring over the Granth of the Sikhs, the Vedas of the
Hindus or the Koran of the Muslims. The intense thirst for spiritual satisfaction which
characterizes thousands of our countrymen took hold of him.

Meeting with the Living Christ

Sundar’s first contact with Christianity was in a mission school in his village where he
went to study. His heart revolted within him when he was asked to study the Bible in

the school.

| don't read the Bible out of obligation. | read the Bible because Jesus is my best

friend, and | want to know everything about Him. - Unknown
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He openly tore up the pages of the New Testament and became the leader of the
students who opposed Christianity. He left the Mission School and joined a Government
School and continued to ridicule the Christian faith. Often he would incite ruffians to
throw stones and mud at missionaries who preached in public. He even burned a copy of
the New Testament openly. But the more vehemently he opposed Christ, the more
miserable he became in his heart, and finally he began to read the Bible.
One day he arose at three 'O’clock in the morning with the determination to find peace or
to end his life by throwing himself before the train that passed near his house. After his
bath, he began to pray. "O God, if there be a God, reveal Thyself to me. Show me the way
of salvation and grant Shanthi”. Suddenly he saw a light in the room and in the light he
saw the Living Christ whom he had hated. He showed His nail-pierced hands to Sundar
and said, "Why do you persecute Me? | am your Saviour”. Sundar’s heart was immediately
filled with joy and he knew that his spiritual hunger had been satisfied. His whole life was
changed and no one could ever make him doubt that glorious experience.
Called to Suffer
Immediately after that experience, Sundar went to his father and told him that he was a
Christian. At first his father did not believe it. But later the entire family was alarmed at
Sundar’s decision to become a Christian. His father pleaded with him not to renounce his
mother’s religion and bring shame upon them all. A wealthy uncle took him to his large
house, and showing him heaps of money and many precious gems and jewels, told him
that he could have all of them if he renounced his new faith. But the love for Christ was
too strong in his heart to be denied. He was driven from home. Without food and shelter’
he spent the cold night under a tree. He was then allowed to return home. But his food
was served outside the house and he had to sleep with the low caste servants. Sundar
endured all this joyfully for the sake of his Master and this was only the beginning of the
Cross which he was continuously to bear for His sake. Finally he was poisoned and driven
from home. He became seriously ill and was at the point of death. But God saved him
from death to fulfill His great purpose.
--To be continue--
[From “Servants of the Cross” by Theodore Williams, IEM Outreach Publications]

As | read each letter in that Book of God, | worship the eternal mind which inspired it.
17 — Charles Spurgeon




Did you know that the Bible predicted a global visual
communication network?
Yes, there is a clear indication in the Book of Revelation, written
around 1927 years ago. It tells about an incident yet to happen. This is
about the death of two witnesses who will be sent to the earth by
God. A ruler, named as ‘Beast’ will kill them. See what is written about
what will happen after that. "For three and a half days men from
every people, tribe, language and nation will gaze on their bodies
and refuse them burial.” (Revelation 11:8, Bible). How could the Bible
predict it? It is because the Bible is written with the inspiration of the

Omnicient God who knows the future.

Aren’t you eager to read this amazing book called the bible???

O

Did you know?
King Og of Bashan was so large that his

iron bedstead was about 13.5 feet long

and 6 feet wide (Deuteronomy 3:11).

_— ————ea—
Did you know?
The oldest person mentioned in the Bible is

Methuselah, who lived for 969 years before he died

(Genesis 5:27).

’__________

In the Bible, the ignorant may learn all requisite knowledge, and the most knowing may

learn to discern their ignorance. - Robert Boyle



GODependence Social Media sites

f” GODependence WhatsApp Channel

This is the Official whatsapp channel of GODependence in
English...

Kindly keep following this channel for the Daily Quotes in
English and the regular updates on Bible Reading
Challenges from GODependence. Thank you.

(m Q__’ {®GODependence (2} +9195i55 95265

o, oeme——
) W,
f” Contact Numbers for the Bible Reading Challenges: )\

GODependence is using the following contact numbers for Bible Reading

Challenges in various languages.

You can contact the appropriate number to enroll into a particular language

Bible Reading Challenge groups.

Tamil - +965 6596 2559
English - +91 95255 95265
Other Languages - +91 99628 34944
[Hindi, Malayalam, Kannada, Telugu, Odia, Punjabi, Marathi or Bengalil

GODependence Youtube Channel

"= GODependence

GODependence

Youtube Channel

has reached 225

Subscribers and 78
Videos.

https://www.youtube.com/@godependenceenglish

The Scripture is both the breeder and feeder of grace. How is the convert born, but

by “the Word of truth"? How doth he grow, but by “the sincere milk of the Word"?

- Thomas Watson


https://www.youtube.com/@godependenceenglish
https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029VaCtY5W72WTqIgnZKW28

GODependence Bible Reading Challenges
Congratulations to the Successful Participants as on
28 February 2026 R
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If you wish to good ways, study the word of God. - Lailah Gifty Akita



LET’S PLAY BIBLE GAME - 16

( From the given pictures find the verses from )

Scripture Portion: Titus & Philemon

"‘Notes : Send the answers with Bible references.
.'. You can use the Bible (NKJV) to find the answer.

Click on the given link and send the correct answer before 25/03/2026.
The first 10 persons who send the correct answer will be mentioned

in the next month’s newsletter.

The Bible speaks with power and practicality to everything you are facing, thinking,

and feeling. The God who seems so distant to you at this moment is actually near and

active. - Paul David Tripp



https://forms.gle/4JmA6ijpZfKTtbaE8
https://forms.gle/4JmA6ijpZfKTtbaE8
https://forms.gle/4JmA6ijpZfKTtbaE8
https://forms.gle/jkCQoqet3yNuNnQ9A
https://forms.gle/jkCQoqet3yNuNnQ9A
https://forms.gle/4JmA6ijpZfKTtbaE8
https://forms.gle/wCauhy1NgU7sbXUr8
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Last month let’s play Bible game-16 & Bible Crossword Puzzle -16

correct answers

Bible Crossword Puzzle - 16 Let’s play Bible game-16

Across:

4 Lois (2 Tim 1:5) : 1) 2 Timothy : 3 - 1

6 Breathed (2 Tim 3:16) 2) 2 Timothy : 1- 5

7 Offering (2 Tim 4:6)

8 Race (2 Tim4:7) 3) 2 Timothy : 3-16,17
10 Approved (2 Tim 2:15) 4) 2 Timothy : 2 - 20
12 Timothy (2 Tim 1:2)

13Power (2 Tim 1:7) 5) 2 Timothy : 4 - 7,8

15 Luke (2 Tim 4:11) 6) 2 Timothy : 2 - 3

Down:

1 Fight (2 Tim 4:7) 7) 2 Timothy : 1 -7
2 Soldiers (2 Tim 2:4) 8) 2 Timothy : 2 - 15
3 Testimony (2 Tim 1:8) :

5 Self (2 Tim 3:2) 9) 2 Timothy : 4 - 2
9 Alexander (2 Tim 4:14) 10)2 Timothy : 2- 3

11 Eunice (2 Tim 1:5)
14 Rome (2 Tim 1:17)

,
I

Editorial Team

Pethuru Devadason e Darwin Nesakumar A

Arputharaj Samuel e Shoba Daniel

J.ILA. Easter Raj Josephine Shiny Paul
Peter AR Catherine Suiji

D. Densingh
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Whether we are reading the Bible for the first time or standing in a field in Israel next

to a historian and an archaeologist and a scholar, the Bible meets us where we are.

That is what truth does. - Anonymous



The story of this unnamed poor widow

has been an eye-opener for all

Christians for two thousand years.

This happened when Jesus sat down
opposite the place where the offerings
were put and watched the crowd
putting their money into the temple
treasury, and many rich people were
putting in large amounts. But a poor
widow came and put in two very small
copper coins, worth only a few cents.
Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said,
“Truly | tell you, this poor widow has
put more into the treasury than all the
They all

wealth, but she, out of her poverty, put

others. gave out of their

in everything-all she had to live on.”

Sacrificial giving is an act of trusting

God. Those who do it nonverbally

proclaim that God is able to meet their
needs. While the Bible teaches us to
care for our family members, it also
sacrificial

commends giving. (1

Timothy 5:8, 2 Corinthians 8:2-5).

Even in religious circles, only those
who contribute large amounts receive
recognition. But God doesn’t look at
the amount offered to Him, instead,

He looks at the heart of the giver.

With what

offerings to

motives do we
God? Is it to get
others? Or for

getting some favour from God? Or out

give

recognition from

of pure love for God and His kingdom?

Let’s give to God out of our love.
God
Corinthians 9:7)

loves a cheerful giver. (2

— Bro. Peter A. R., Palakkad, Kerala.

Apply yourself wholly to the Scriptures, and apply the Scriptures wholly to yourself.

- Johann A. Bengel



Bible Book Overview - Titus

Titus

Time of Writing: A.D. 62 - A.D. 64
Time of Events: A.D. 62

Author of the Book: Paul
Type of Book: Letter

Introduction to the Book

e Among the Pastoral Epistles, the letter wrtten to Titus comes
third. Although it appears third in biblical order, it seems likely
that this was actually written first. Those who compiled these
books did not arrange them by the date of writing, but by their
length. Titus was a Gentile Christian. He went with Paul from

(Gal. 2:1; Acts 15:2). He

accompanied Paul during his third missionary journey (2 Cor.

Antioch to Jerusalem also
1:13; 7:6; 8:23). This epistle is said to have been written when
Titus was serving as pastor on the island of Crete. He was
given the responsibility of appointing elders and overseers
there.

Context and Purpose

e This letter written to Titus by Paul is one of the Pastoral
Epistles, like the two letters written to Timothy. Paul wrote this
epistle to encourage his fellow worker Titus in the faith, whom
he left in Crete to lead the church that Paul had established
during one of his missionary joumeys (Titus 1:5). The letter
instructs Titus on the qualifications required for church leaders.
Paul also wams Titus regarding the reputation of the Cretan
people (Titus 1:12). Along with instructing Titus on what to
look for in church leaders, Paul encourages Titus to come to
Nicopolis (Titus 3:12). In other words, as Paul himself grew in
the grace of the Lord, he discipled Titus and others to follow
him (Titus 3:13).

Key Verses

Titus 1:5: Titus 1:18; Titus 2:15; Titus 3:3-6

Summary of the Book

¢ [t must have been wonderful for Titus to receive a letter from
his mentor, the Apostle Paul. After planting many churches
throughout the Eastern world, Paul was a highly respected
man. Titus would have read this famous apostolic introduction:
“To Titus, my true son in our common faith: Grace and peace
from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Savior.” (Titus 1:4).
On the island of Crete where Titus was left to lead the church,
both native islanders and Jews who did not know the truth
about Jesus Christ were living there (Titus 1:12-14), Feeling
responsible to guide Titus in developing leaders for the church
in Crete, Paul encouraged and instructed him. Just as Paul
guided Titus in choosing leaders, he also advised how those
leaders should guide others so that they would grow in faith
in Christ. His instructions included men and women of all ages
(Titus 2:1-8). To help Titus continue steadfastly in his faith in
Christ, Paul suggested that he come to Nicopolis and bring
two other members of the church with him (Titus 3:12-13). In
the challenging situation of church growth in Crete, Paul urged
Titus to choose the right co-workers (Titus 1:5-16). He explains

how to teach the elderly, the young, and slaves in the Cretan
church, and finally speaks about Christian virtueiving with
peace and love, avoiding hatred, arguments, and divisions.
Paul says that the redeeming sacrifice of Christ is the model
by which the Cretan people must transform their lives.

Jesus Christ in the Book

+ When we lock to Scripture for instruction on how to live a life
pleasing to our Lord, the book of Titus is worthy of our
attention. Here we learn what to avoid and what to pursue.
Paul says that by avoiding things that corrupt our mind and
conscience, we strive to remain pure. Then Paul makes a
statement that should never be forgotten: “They claim fo know
God, but by their actions they deny him. They are deteslable,
disobedient. and unfit for doing anything good.” (Titus 1:16),
As Christians, we must examine ourselves to ensure that our
lives agree with our faith in Chnst (2 Cor. 13:5). With this
warning, Paul also tells us how to avoid denying God: +"He
saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the
Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us generously through
Jesus Christ our Savior.”

Practical Application

* When we look to the Bible for instruction on how to live a life
pleasing to our Lord, the book of Titus deserves our attention.
Here we can learn what to avoid and what to pursue. Paul
says that we strive to be pure by aveiding things that corrupt
our minds and consciences. Then Paul makes a statement
that should never be forgotten: “They claim to know God, but
by their actions they deny him. They are detestable,
disobedient and unfit for deing anything goed” (Titus 1:16). As
Christians, we must examine ourselves to make sure that our
lives are consistent with our faith in Christ (2 Corinthians 13:5).
Along with this warning, Paul also tells us how to avoid
denying God: "He saved us, not because of righteous things
we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through
the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom
he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our
Savior” (Titus 3:5b-6). By allowing the Holy Spirit to renew our
minds daily, we can become Christians who honor God in the
way we live.

Structure of the Book

1. Introduction (Greeting) 1:1-4

Titus's Ministry in Crete 1:5-16

Duties of Various Groups in the Church 2:1-15

Admonitions and Wamings 3:1-11

Conclusion 3:12-15
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Within the Scripture there is a balm for every wound, a salve for every sore.

- Charles Spurgeon




Bible Book Overview - Philemon

PHILEMON

Time of Writing: A.D. 60 — A.D. 62
Time of Events: A.D. 60

Author of the Book: Paul
Type of Book: Letter

Introduction to the Book

= Among the letters of the New Testament, the Epistle to Philemon
stands as a letter of recommendation and appeal. Paul wrote this
short letter in a graceful and refined style. It emphasizes the noble
Christian principle that love and forgiveness should be abundant,
and that even those who have done wrong should be received with
love. The letter is written in an elegant and structured manner,
following the style of recommendation letters commonly found in
ancient Roman and Greek literature.

Context and Purpose

= The letter to Philemon is the shortest among all of Paul's writings. At
the time of writing, Paul was in prison. Philemon was a wealthy
Christian and the master of a slave, and he also hosted a house
church in his home. During Paul's ministry in Ephesus, it is possible
that Philemon traveled there, heard Paul's preaching, and became a
Christian. Onesimus, a slave belonging to Philemon, stole something
from his master and ran away, eventually going to Rome, where Paul
was imprisoned. According to Roman law, Onesimus still legally
belonged to Philemon. Paul wrote this letter to ease Cnesimus's
return to his master. Through Paul's testimony and guidance,
Onesimus became a Christian (Philemon 10). Paul therefore
reguested Philemon to receive Onesimus not merely as a slave, but
as a brother in Christ. Philemon was an influential and wealthy
Christian from Colossae, and Onesimus had been working as his
slave. Under certain circumstances, Onesimus ran away from his
master (verse 18). According to Roman law, such an acl could even
be punished with death, However, Onesimus came to Paul, who was
a friend of Philemon. After staying with Paul for some time and
becoming a Christian, Onesimus wished to return to his master. Al
that time, Paul wrote this appeal letter, asking Philemon to forgive
and accept Onesimus. This letter was written by Paul around A.D.
61 from the prison in Rome.

Key Verses
= Philernon 6, 186, 18
Summary of the Book

» Paul reminded slave owners that they have responsibilities toward
their slaves, and he presented slaves as moral individuals who must
live in reverence to God. In the letter to Philemon, Paul does not
directly condemn slavery, but he presents Onesimus as a Christian
brother rather than merely a slave. When a master calls a slave his
brother, the legal status of slavery loses its meaning. The early
Christian church did not directly attack slavery, but it laid the
foundation for a new relationship between master and slave, Paul
attempted to unile both Philemon and Onesimus in Christian love.

He believed that true freedom from slavery would ultimately come
through the transforming light of the Gospel.

Jesus Christ in the Book

« Perhaps no other book in the New Testament illustrates the
difference between Law and Grace as beaulifully as Philemon.
According to Roman law and the Law of Moses in the Old Testament,
Philemon had the right to punish a runaway slave who was
considered his property. However, the covenant of grace through
Jesus Christ allowed both master and slave to stand on equal ground
in the body of Christ, sharing fellowship in love.

Practical Application

» Employers, political leaders, administrators, and parents can follow
the spirit of Paul's teaching by treating Christian workers, colleagues,
and family members as members of the body of Christ. Christians in
modem society should not treat their helpers as mere tools lo
achieve their goals, but rather as brothers and sisters in Christ,
treating them with compassion and respect. Furthermore, whether
their workers are Christians or not, all Christian leaders are

accountable to God for the way they treat those who work for them.

Ultimately, they must give an account of their actions to God

(Colossians 4:1).
Structure of the Book
1. Introduction (Greeting and appreciation for Philemon's love and
faith) — Vierses 1-7
Paul's Appeal for Onesimus — Verses 8-21

3. Conclusion — Verses 22

wG0MDe endence

Collection: Bro. rwm Nesakumar A

You do have a love story. It's in the Bible. It tells you how much God loves you, and

how far He went just to win you over.




The History of the Bengali Bible
- Pr. Danis Chakrabarty, Bangladesh.

Bengali Bible
Indian Version

Introduction

For Christians, the Bible is the living Word of God that guides believers in faith and
daily life. Many people explain the word Bible as “Basic Instructions Before Leaving
Earth.” Though this is not the original meaning of the word, it beautifully expresses
the purpose of Scripture—providing guidance for our journey on earth before entering
eternity.

The Bible was written over a period of approximately 1600 years by around 40
authors from different backgrounds-prophets, kings, shepherds, fishermen, and
scholars. It contains 66 books, divided into two main sections: the Old Testament
with 39 books and the New Testament with 27 books.

Between these two sections lies a period of about 400 years, often called the Silent
Years. The Old Testament concludes with the Book of Malachi, and the New
Testament begins with the Gospel of Matthew, introducing the birth of Jesus Christ.

Original Languages of the Bible

Although the Bible is now available in thousands of languages, it was originally written
in three ancient languages:

e Hebrew - the primary language of the Old Testament
e Aramaic - used in some sections of the Old Testament

e Greek - the language of the New Testament

Most of the Old Testament was written in Hebrew, while certain portions of the Book
of Daniel and the Book of Jeremiah contain Aramaic passages.

The New Testament was written in Greek, which was the common language of the
Mediterranean world during the first century. Through these languages, the message
of God’s salvation was preserved and passed down through generations.

The Bible and World Translations

The Bible is the most widely translated book in the world. One of the earliest major
translations was the Greek translation of the Hebrew Scriptures known as the
Septuagint, produced around the third century BC.

Learn God's heart in God's words. - Bishop Gregory
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Over time, the Bible was translated into many languages so that people could read
God’s Word in their own mother tongue. Among the most influential English
translations is the King James Version, first published in 1611, which played a significant
role in shaping Christian literature and devotion.

Today, translations such as the New International Version and others continue to
help readers understand Scripture in clear and contemporary language. This global
tradition of Bible translation eventually reached the Bengali-speaking world as well.

Early Efforts to Translate the Bible into Bengali

The earliest attempts to translate the Bible into Bengali were made by Portuguese
Catholic missionaries working in the Indian subcontinent. Their goal was to
communicate the Christian message to local communities in their own language.

Around 1743, a Portuguese missionary named Manuel da Assumpg¢ao translated
portions of the New Testament into Bengali. Although these early translations were
limited in circulation, they laid the foundation for later efforts.

A significant turning point came after the Battle of Plassey in 1757, when British
influence expanded in Bengal. This period opened new opportunities for Protestant
missionaries to engage in translation and educational work.

William Carey and the Bengali Bible

The most important figure in the history of the Bengali Bible is William Carey, often
called the Father of Modern Missions.

Carey arrived in India in 1793 with a deep passion to make the Bible accessible to
people in their own languages. Recognizing the importance of Bengali, he began
studying the language and soon started translating the New Testament.

After years of dedicated work, the Bengali New Testament was published in 1801.
Carey continued his translation work and completed the Old Testament in 1809,
producing the first complete Bengali Bible.

This monumental task required about sixteen years of labor. Carey worked with local
scholars and missionaries at the Serampore Mission, where printing presses enabled
the Bible to be produced and distributed widely.

Carey spent nearly four decades in India and passed away in 1834. During his lifetime,
he translated or helped translate the Bible into several languages and initiated
translation work in many others.

Other Contributors to the Bengali Bible

While Carey played a central role, he was not alone in this mission. Several colleagues
and scholars assisted him in translation and printing. Among them were Joshua
Marshman and William Ward, who were part of the famous Serampore Trio. Their
combined efforts helped establish a strong foundation for Bible translation and
publication in South Asia.

Listen less to your own thoughts and more to God's thoughts (in the Bible). - Francois Fenelon
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Later, other scholars continued revising and improving the Bengali Bible. One such
contributor was William Yates, who produced a revised Bengali translation in 1845.
Through these ongoing efforts, the Bengali Bible became clearer, more accurate, and
more accessible to readers.

Modern Bengali Bible Versions

Over the years, several Bengali Bible versions have been produced to meet the needs
of different readers. These include:
e Carey Version
e Serampore Version
Calcutta Bible Society Version
Common Language Version
Easy-to-Read Version
Contemporary Bengali Bible

Each of these translations attempts to present God’s Word in language that is
understandable to its readers.

However, language constantly evolves. Words that were easily understood two
centuries ago may sound unfamiliar to modern readers. This has led to discussions
about the need for revisions and new translations.

Challenges in the Modern Era

Today, many young believers in Bengali-speaking communities prefer reading the Bible
in English rather than Bengali. While English translations provide access to global
scholarship and resources, this trend can sometimes weaken the connection between
faith and the mother tongue.

Encouraging believers—especially younger generations—to read the Bible in Bengali
remains an important challenge for churches and ministries.

Practical steps may include promoting Bible reading programs, organizing study
groups, publishing Christian literature in Bengali, and developing digital Bible
resources.

Conclusion

Today, the Bengali Bible remains a precious spiritual treasure. As believers continue to
read and live according to God’s Word, they participate in a rich heritage that began
centuries ago and continues to shape lives today.

As Scripture reminds us in Book of Revelation 1:3, “Blessed is the one who reads the
words of this prophecy,” and in Gospel of Luke 11:28, “Blessed rather are those who
hear the Word of God and obey it.” May the Word of God continue to illuminate hearts
and guide believers in every generation.

Within the Scripture there is a balm for every wound, a salve for every sore.

- Charles Spurgeon



Testimony - Sis. Jhansi Rani  wxaaxk

Your name, hometown, family, Christian background & upbringing:
Glory to God! My name is Jhansi Rani. | live in Maraimalai. My family and |

experienced salvation in the year 2010.

How many times have you read the entire Bible so far? How many of them

were through the GODependence program?

Reading the Bible is my favorite thing, but | had never finished it completely
before. | started reading it properly through the GODependence Ministry in
2019. | completed it for the first time in one year. Then God blessed me with
the grace to read the Bible several more times in 6-month and 3-month
sections.

Last year, in 2025, | read the Bible in 3-month sections: from January to April,

from May to July, and again from August to November.
How has the GODependence group method helped you?

Since joining this group, it has been a great blessing for me to read and
complete the Bible. | wanted to take a break from reading the Bible in
December, but God graciously gave me the opportunity to join the group for

one more month because of the Spirit’s prompting.
Finally, what would you like to say in a few lines?

e Every time | read the Bible, it feels new. God comforts, rebukes, blesses,
heals, and protects through His Word.

® God has graciously given me the opportunity to read the Bible more than
25 times so far.

® | am very grateful to God and to everyone who leads this group.

¢ |f you want, | can also make it more powerful as a Christian testimony style

(better for sharing in church or ministry).

The longer you read the Bible, the more you will like it; it will grow sweeter and

sweeter. - William Romaine




Children Bible Reading Challenges 2025-26

Memory Verse Competition - Term 2

Children’s Bible Reading Challenges for the Academic Year 2025-26 has come to end by the
end of February 2026. The Videos of the Memory Verses Competitions of the Term 2 have
been uploaded now in our Youtube Channel. The Memory Verses Competitions of the Term 3
will be conducted in the months of March 2026
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We warmly invite our readers to share your views, opinions, feedback, testimonies, and
questions related to the contents of this newsletter. Your insights encourage us, enrich
others, and help strengthen this growing community of the lovers of the word of God.
Selected contributions will be featured each month in the Readers’ Voice section of the
GODependence Newsletter. Let us grow together by learning from one another and by
sharing how God’s Word is working in our lives.

Your voice matters to us. We look forward to hearing from you. +91 95255 95265

. J

As we read the Bible and meditate on it, we discover God's will and God's strategy for

his people in this world.


https://youtu.be/Tsk4ViRABZk
https://youtu.be/lw0iXkaYCyg
https://youtu.be/YXm8mso7PnE
https://youtu.be/ygL5yjj1BGY
https://youtu.be/s347wIISjAc
https://youtu.be/4cRXtyoXNto
https://youtu.be/uFFTjKcVaAs
https://youtu.be/8geH5a3mJV0
https://youtu.be/8geH5a3mJV0

GODependence Events

Bible Readathon on 28 March 2026 in Malayalam

mmm:a ° The Bible Readathon which was planned for 25 February 2026 in
A r— Malayalam didn’'t happen due to unavoidable reasons and we

conducted the same in Tamil on 28 February 2026 for 6 hours.

Bible Readathon in Malayalam will be held on 28 March 2026,
Saturday from 6:00 PM - 10:00 PM (Indian Standard Time).

We invite those who have good internet connectivity and are able
to read the Bible fluently in Malayalam to participate in this event.

GODependence Talkshow - March 2026
Topic: Medical aspects of the Crucifixion of Christ

(An insightful and interactive session to explore answers to the question
that often arise within us or are raised by others — about the suffering
and crucifixion of Jesus Christ, in conversation with a Christian medical
doctor.)

Date: 29 March 2026 Sunday 5:30 pm - 6:30 pm IST
Speaker: Dr. Pethuru Devadason, Kuwait.

r
Bible Meditation Groups (BMG) - Training Sessions

Due to unavoidable circumstances, the Bible Meditation Groups (BMG) we
had planned to restart in 2025 have not been initiated so far.

Training sessions on “How to Meditate the Word of God” to be planned and ™\ (
conducted for those who are willing to join these groups. Please pray that ( i
these initiatives may proceed without hindrance after the completion of the /g Q ~
Ramadan and Lenten Bible Reading Challenges.

@GO[D')ependence Bible Reading Challenges

CONTACT:
) +91 95255 95265 @ GODependence GODependence
GODependence GODependence 105 v loélz\i':é'f‘_%azr;a{gn Nagar,

GODependence X GODependence Tamilnadu, India

Nobody ever outgrows Scripture; the book widens and deepens with our years. - Charles Spurgeon



https://youtube.com/@godependenceenglish?si=ZHPJZ0rK1CxcisAD
https://youtube.com/@godependenceenglish?si=ZHPJZ0rK1CxcisAD
https://godependence.com/
https://www.instagram.com/godependence?igsh=MWtqam95cHJoNWZiaA==
https://twitter.com/Godependence?t=__u6UFX4h4Tgi1l1YLUxAQ&s=09
https://www.facebook.com/share/M6gYVsjVkMTZotk1/?mibextid=qi2Omg
https://www.facebook.com/share/M6gYVsjVkMTZotk1/?mibextid=qi2Omg

	NEWSLETTER
	March | 2026
	THE LIGHT OF ALL MANKIND
	A story from the mission field powerfully captures this reality. A village woman once said to a missionary, “You have brought us the light, but we do not seem to want it. You have brought us the light, yet we still choose to walk in darkness.” Her words reflected a painful but honest observation about the human condition. The problem is not the absence of light; rather, it is humanity’s reluctance to receive it. Even when the truth of the Gospel is presented clearly, people sometimes cling to familiar patterns of darkness.
	This tension between light and darkness is not only a global or societal issue; it is deeply personal. Each person must decide whether to remain in darkness or step into the light. To walk in the light means to embrace the truth revealed in Christ, to allow His life to transform our hearts, and to reflect His light in the world around us.
	The message of John 1:4–5, therefore, carries both hope and challenge. The hope is that the light continues to shine. Darkness, no matter how deep, cannot extinguish it. The challenge is whether we will respond to that light. Will we continue in darkness, or will we allow the light of Christ to illuminate our lives?
	But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. – 1 John 1:7

	- Arputharaj Samuel, Bangalore.

	Readers Voice
	D. Renuka
	“I have been reading the GODependence Newsletter every month without fail since September 2025, and I also take part in the puzzle competitions. When I participate, I almost feel like a little child again. I read the Bible passage repeatedly for the competition, find the answers, and send them in. Through the newsletter, I also learn many new things. Thank you.” — D. Renuka, Chennai.
	The ”Bible Question and Answer” section and the ‘Did You Know?’ section are very useful.” — Dr. A. Immanuel Thangarajan, Tuticorin.

	Dr. A. Immanuel Thangarajan
	The Word of God is either absolute or obsolete. - Vance Havner


	Editorial......
	Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
	1. The Hidden Cause of Conflicts — Desires that Battle Within
	2. The Expansion of Desires — From the Individual Heart to Global Conflicts
	3. True Peace — Begins in Hearts Transformed by God’s Word

	In Christ’s service, Dr. Pethuru Devadason.
	Praise & Prayer points for Newsletter March 2026
	Praise God For:
	Let’s Pray For:

	The Slogans of Protestant Reformation
	Slogan 3 : “Grace alone!” (Sola Gratia)
	Under the previous slogan, we studied “works vs. faith.” Now we look at “law vs. grace.” The Bible clearly contrasts these two: Law and Grace. Let’s begin with John 1:17, “The Law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.’’ This is implied in the call of Jesus to Jews who were under the bondage of the Law: Matthew 11:28-30, “Come to Me, all you who labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke on you and learn from Me, because I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. Because My yoke is easy and My burden is light.” Obviously Jesus here was not referring to the weight of sin, but the “yoke” of the Law. He contrasts His yoke with the burden of the Law. The words “yoke” and “burden” are used only in this sense in the New Testament (Luke 11:46; Acts 15:10; Galatians 5:1).
	On our side, justification is all by faith; and on God’s side it’s only through His grace. Romans 3:23,24, “All have sinned and fall short of glory of God, being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.” Salvation is God’s “gift” through grace (Eph 2:8,9). It’s not an award or a reward or a prize, but a gift. A gift cannot be earned or merited. C.H. Spurgeon, known as the Prince of Preachers, said, “Salvation is all of the grace of God; damnation is all of the will of man!” Only the will of man which refuses to believe will lead him to eternal hell.


	Forgiveness of sins is according to the “riches of God’s grace” (Ephesians 1:7). Sins may be “innumerable” but the “riches” of God’s grace will overwhelm them! This is what Martin Luther emphasized. He stood against the Pope’s promise of forgiveness through the purchase of tickets to raise money for Church construction. Apostle Paul celebrated God’s grace when he said, “I am the chief of all sinners, but the grace of God towards me was abundant!” (1 Timothy 1:14,15). Paul’s timeless confession lifts our spirits: “I am what I am by the grace of God” (1 Corinthians 15:10a). Therefore dear believer friend, never ever despise the unsaved. Pointing at a drunkard dragged by policemen along the streets, John Wesley told his associate evangelists, “There goes John Wesley but for the grace of God!” For us who are under the Covenant of Grace there’s no “generational sin” (Ezekiel 18:1-4; Mark 10:13,14).
	Not only our life but also our ministry must be characterised by the grace of God. Comparing his ministry to a race, Apostle Paul calls his message as the “Gospel of the grace of God” (Acts 20:24). He claimed, “I laboured more abundantly than all the apostles.” But he also added, “Yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me” (1 Corinthians 15:10b). No place for boasting! He calls God’s enablements for ministry as “gifts of grace” (Romans 12:6). The task before Zerubbabel was mountainous. No doubt he was an expert builder. The plumbline in his hands pleased the eyes of God. But the completion of the work was to be purely through the grace of God: “Zerubbabel shall bring forth the capstone with shouts of ‘Grace, Grace to it’ ” (Zechariah 4:7).
	-It will be continued... (Selected from Bro. R. Stanley’s book “Here I Stand”)
	🌸 *Happy Women’s Day* 🌸
	The Bible speaks of the strength of women:
	When a woman rises,
	A woman is
	Happy Women’s Day


	Our Vision & Our Mission
	Our Vision
	Our Mission
	To enlighten, enrich, and empower people to become dependent on God.
	GODependence  seeks to help  people become dependent on God by engaging with God’s Word and prayer.
	Neglecting the Word will famish your soul; Meditating on the Word will feed it.



	Bible Reading Challenges
	From 01 April 2026 onwards
	"Reading Christians are growing Christians. When Christians cease to read, they cease to grow." - John Wesley
	If you have not ever read the whole Bible to learn the wholesome blessings and teachings God has preserved for us, We, GODependence, invite you to join one of our "Bible Reading Challenges", which starts on 01 April 2026.


	Bible Reading Challenges
	From 01 April 2026 onwards
	We are confident that you will never regret it once you make a decision to read the Bible and read regularly with us.
	The following are some of the testimonies of our Bible reading challenge participants who successfully read through the Bible:
	👩 _“For the first time in my life, I have read the entire Bible. It was a sweet and divine experience. God has chosen me. I felt regret that I had not read the whole Bible for so long. Now I have a strong desire to read the entire Bible again.”   — D. Renuka
	👩 “I was able to read God’s Word systematically. By joining this group, God helped me complete reading the entire Holy Bible for the fourth time in three months. My fellowship with God in my life has grown stronger.” — P. Augusta
	👩 “When I joined this Bible Reading Challenge and started reading the Bible, I had no time for unnecessary activities. The days passed in a very meaningful and wonderful way.” — M. John Flora
	Its Special Features are:
	✴️ Your choice of Challenge Duration ranges from 1 Month to 1 Year [Reading the whole Bible in 1 month / 2 months / 3 months / 4 months / 6 months or 1 Year].
	✴️ Your choice of Language group from 10 Languages [English, Tamil, Hindi, Malayalam, Kannada, Telugu, Odia, Punjabi, Marathi or Bengali].
	✴️ Bible Reading Portion is given daily on the previous night.


	Bible Reading Challenges
	From 01 April 2026 onwards
	✴️ Daily Motivational Quotes or Clips on reading the Bible.
	✴️ Weekly, BiWeekly & Monthly Reviews to ensure progress.
	✴️ If you fall behind, jump back in! Our reading plan includes Catch-up days & Changing of Plans because we understand real life!
	✴️ User-friendly WhatsApp groups regulations.
	✴️ Certificate of Appreciation and Prizes (*Conditions apply).
	So if you are interested in completing Reading the whole Bible, join in one of the Challenges we designed for your convenience. Please make your choice of convenient Duration plan and Language group and inform us of your decision along with your Name (as to be printed in the Appreciation Certificate on successful completion of the Challenge) and Age to the WhatsApp number +919525595265 by clicking this link: https://wa.me/919525595265
	Thank you. God bless you. Amen
	- Team GODependence
	*** ☝️ This message can be shared with all your family members, relatives, Christian friends, and Church members so that they also may get into the habit of reading the Bible in a regular manner!

	wa.me/96565962559

	GODependence Bible Reading Challenges
	GODependence Bible Reading Challenges
	Bible Crossword Puzzle-17
	Scripture Portion: Titus & Philemon
	Across:
	2 The grace of God brings ______ to all people. 3 Paul left Titus in Crete to appoint ______ in every town  4 The church met in Philemon’s ______. 5 Paul wrote the letter of Philemon while he was in ______ 6 Onesimus was once ______ to Philemon. 7 Paul introduces himself as a ______ of God.  9 Philemon is praised for his ______ and faith toward Jesus and the saints.

	Down
	1 Believers should be devoted to doing ______ works.
	2 Titus calls believers to live ______, righteous, and godly lives. 8 Eternal life was promised before the beginning of ______.
	Notes : Send the answers with Bible references.               You can use the Bible to find the answer.
	Click on the given link and send the correct answer before 25/03/2026. The first 10 persons who send the correct answer will be mentioned in the next month's newsletter.
	The names of the people who participated in the Bible Crossword Puzzle - 16 & LET’S PLAY BIBLE GAME - 16 in last month's issue and sent in the correct answers. R. Shirley Gainneos             Regina Pandian
	From every text in the Bible, there is a road to Jesus. - Charles Spurgeon


	Testimony, Sis. Regina Samuel

	WHY DO YOU DOUBT?
	- Dr. Anisha Jacob, Kuwait.
	When Life threatens you with unimaginable episodes, how do you manoeuvre?
	Though we look & dress confidently, we easily succumb to life's jeopardy!
	The first step for your breakthrough is to Evaluate your mind! Do you magnify your problems or your Promises?

	Matt 14:31  Immediately Jesus extended hiss hand and caught him, saying to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?”
	Jesus wants us to Trust Him fully, Anchor in the word, Calm our restless thoughts and remember that His hand is always extended.
	Secondly, Extrapolate God's boundaries!

	Colossians 3:2  And set your minds and keep them set on what is above (the higher things), not on the things that are on the earth.
	This is a Strategy! When we have dominion over our minds, no plans of the enemy can make us quiver. Align your thoughts with Heaven, so that Fear loses Authority, Anxiety loses Strength and Doubt loses its voice.
	The Lord declares in Isaiah 43: 2,   When you pass through the waters, I will be with you, and through the rivers, they will not overwhelm you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned or scorched, nor will the flame kindle upon you.
	God never promised us Exemption from Trials, but He assures us His presence in the midst of it all. Often, God emerges at the eleventh hour, when all hope perishes.
	Thirdly, Embrace Gods Love! Stop striving for Approval, trembling at opposition. Choose to Rest in His unwavering presence.
	You are not ordinary, overlooked or replaceable. Remind yourself daily that you are Expensive for God, like in Mathew 10:31 Fear not, then; you are of more value than many sparrows.

	The Apostle of India

	Biography of Sundar Singh
	(1889-1929)

	He openly tore up the pages of the New Testament and became the leader of the students who opposed Christianity. He left the Mission School and joined a Government School and continued to ridicule the Christian faith. Often he would incite ruffians to throw stones and mud at missionaries who preached in public. He even burned a copy of the New Testament openly. But the more vehemently he opposed Christ, the more miserable he became in his heart, and finally he began to read the Bible.  One day he arose at three 'O'clock in the morning with the determination to find peace or to end his life by throwing himself before the train that passed near his house. After his bath, he began to pray. "O God, if there be a God, reveal Thyself to me. Show me the way of salvation and grant Shanthi". Suddenly he saw a light in the room and in the light he saw the Living Christ whom he had hated. He showed His nail-pierced hands to Sundar and said, "Why do you persecute Me? I am your Saviour". Sundar's heart was immediately filled with joy and he knew that his spiritual hunger had been satisfied. His whole life was changed and no one could ever make him doubt that glorious experience. Called to Suffer Immediately after that experience, Sundar went to his father and told him that he was a Christian. At first his father did not believe it. But later the entire family was alarmed at Sundar's decision to become a Christian. His father pleaded with him not to renounce his mother's religion and bring shame upon them all. A wealthy uncle took him to his large house, and showing him heaps of money and many precious gems and jewels, told him that he could have all of them if he renounced his new faith. But the love for Christ was too strong in his heart to be denied. He was driven from home. Without food and shelter' he spent the cold night under a tree. He was then allowed to return home. But his food was served outside the house and he had to sleep with the low caste servants. Sundar endured all this joyfully for the sake of his Master and this was only the beginning of the Cross which he was continuously to bear for His sake. Finally he was poisoned and driven from home. He became seriously ill and was at the point of death. But God saved him from death to fulfill His great purpose.  --To be continue-- [From “Servants of the Cross” by Theodore Williams, IEM Outreach Publications]
	As I read each letter in that Book of God, I worship the eternal mind which inspired it. — Charles Spurgeon
	Aren’t you eager to read this amazing book called the bible???
	GODependence Bible Reading Challenges
	LET’S PLAY BIBLE GAME - 16
	From the given pictures find the verses from
	Scripture Portion: Titus & Philemon
	Notes : Send the answers with Bible references.   You can use the Bible (NKJV) to find the answer.
	The Bible speaks with power and practicality to everything you are facing, thinking, and feeling. The God who seems so distant to you at this moment is actually near and active. - Paul  David Tripp

	Answers
	Last month let's play Bible game-16 & Bible Crossword Puzzle -16   correct answers
	Bible Crossword Puzzle - 16
	Let's play Bible game-16



	Editorial Team
	Pethuru Devadason
	Arputharaj Samuel
	J.I.A. Easter Raj
	Peter A R
	D. Densingh
	Darwin Nesakumar A
	Shoba Daniel
	Josephine Shiny Paul
	Catherine Suji
	Whether we are reading the Bible for the first time or standing in a field in Israel next to a historian and an archaeologist and a scholar, the Bible meets us where we are. That is what truth does. - Anonymous

	THE WIDOW WHO PUT IN TWO COINS

	Bible Book Overview - Titus
	Within the Scripture there is a balm for every wound, a salve for every sore.  - Charles Spurgeon

	Bible Book Overview - Philemon
	You do have a love story. It’s in the Bible. It tells you how much God loves you, and how far He went just to win you over.

	The History of the Bengali Bible
	- Pr. Danis Chakrabarty, Bangladesh.
	Introduction
	For Christians, the Bible is the living Word of God that guides believers in faith and daily life. Many people explain the word Bible as “Basic Instructions Before Leaving Earth.” Though this is not the original meaning of the word, it beautifully expresses the purpose of Scripture—providing guidance for our journey on earth before entering eternity.
	The Bible was written over a period of approximately 1600 years by around 40 authors from different backgrounds—prophets, kings, shepherds, fishermen, and scholars. It contains 66 books, divided into two main sections: the Old Testament with 39 books and the New Testament with 27 books.
	Between these two sections lies a period of about 400 years, often called the Silent Years. The Old Testament concludes with the Book of Malachi, and the New Testament begins with the Gospel of Matthew, introducing the birth of Jesus Christ.

	Original Languages of the Bible
	Although the Bible is now available in thousands of languages, it was originally written in three ancient languages:
	Hebrew – the primary language of the Old Testament
	Aramaic – used in some sections of the Old Testament
	Greek – the language of the New Testament
	Most of the Old Testament was written in Hebrew, while certain portions of the Book of Daniel and the Book of Jeremiah contain Aramaic passages.
	The New Testament was written in Greek, which was the common language of the Mediterranean world during the first century. Through these languages, the message of God’s salvation was preserved and passed down through generations.

	The Bible and World Translations
	The Bible is the most widely translated book in the world. One of the earliest major translations was the Greek translation of the Hebrew Scriptures known as the Septuagint, produced around the third century BC.
	Learn God’s heart in God’s words. – Bishop Gregory



	Early Efforts to Translate the Bible into Bengali
	William Carey and the Bengali Bible
	Modern Bengali Bible Versions
	Challenges in the Modern Era
	Conclusion
	Testimony, Sis. Regina Samuel
	Testimony - Sis. Jhansi Rani
	Your name, hometown, family, Christian background & upbringing: Glory to God! My name is Jhansi Rani. I live in Maraimalai. My family and I experienced salvation in the year 2010.
	How many times have you read the entire Bible so far? How many of them were through the GODependence program?
	Reading the Bible is my favorite thing, but I had never finished it completely before. I started reading it properly through the GODependence Ministry in 2019. I completed it for the first time in one year. Then God blessed me with the grace to read the Bible several more times in 6-month and 3-month sections. Last year, in 2025, I read the Bible in 3-month sections: from January to April, from May to July, and again from August to November.

	How has the GODependence group method helped you?
	Since joining this group, it has been a great blessing for me to read and complete the Bible. I wanted to take a break from reading the Bible in December, but God graciously gave me the opportunity to join the group for one more month because of the Spirit’s prompting.

	Finally, what would you like to say in a few lines?
	Every time I read the Bible, it feels new. God comforts, rebukes, blesses, heals, and protects through His Word.
	God has graciously given me the opportunity to read the Bible more than 25 times so far.
	I am very grateful to God and to everyone who leads this group.
	If you want, I can also make it more powerful as a Christian testimony style (better for sharing in church or ministry).


	Children Bible Reading Challenges 2025-26   Memory Verse Competition - Term 2
	Children’s Bible Reading Challenges for the Academic Year 2025-26 has come to end by the end of February 2026. The Videos of the Memory Verses Competitions of the Term 2 have been uploaded now in our Youtube Channel. The Memory Verses Competitions of the Term 3  will be conducted in the months of March 2026
	M Esther


	Readers Voice
	We warmly invite our readers to share your views, opinions, feedback, testimonies, and questions related to the contents of this newsletter. Your insights encourage us, enrich others, and help strengthen this growing community of the lovers of the word of God.
	Selected contributions will be featured each month in the Readers’ Voice section of the GODependence Newsletter. Let us grow together by learning from one another and by sharing how God’s Word is working in our lives.
	Your voice matters to us.  We look forward to hearing from you.               +91 95255 95265
	As we read the Bible and meditate on it, we discover God’s will and God’s strategy for his people in this world.


	GODependence Events
	Bible Readathon on 28 March 2026 in Malayalam
	GODependence Talkshow - March 2026
	Topic: Medical aspects of the Crucifixion of Christ
	Date: 29 March 2026 Sunday 5:30 pm - 6:30 pm IST Speaker: Dr. Pethuru Devadason, Kuwait.

	Bible Meditation Groups (BMG) - Training Sessions
	Due to unavoidable circumstances, the Bible Meditation Groups (BMG) we had planned to restart in 2025 have not been initiated so far.
	Training sessions on “How to Meditate the Word of God” to be planned and conducted for those who are willing to join these groups. Please pray that these initiatives may proceed without hindrance after the completion of the Ramadan and Lenten Bible Reading Challenges.

	.
	Bible Reading Challenges
	+91 95255 95265


	GODependence
	GODependence
	GODependence
	GODependence
	GODependence
	Nobody ever outgrows Scripture; the book widens and deepens with our years. - Charles Spurgeon



